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Rights to Land for Peace and Food Security

Chairperson of the Session Hon ble Minister Mahendra Paswan,
Distinguished Guests,

Delegates and Participants

Media Friends and Colleagues

I am wvery pleased to be with you this morning in the inaugural
session of this very important conference on “Securing Rights o
Land for Peace and Food security™ 1 wish to thank the
International Land Coalition (ILC) for working together with the
Ministry of Land Reform and Management in jointly organizing
this conference in Nepal. | have been told that the three day
meeting would be focused on sharing and learning experiences on
land and agrarian reforms, right over natural resources, global
warming and its impacts on livelihoods of poor and vulnerable
masses particularly on developing world. | hope this meeting will
provide us an opportunity to learn and deepen our understanding
on land reform, food security, and peace from different parts of the
world.

This subject is specially relevant to Nepal as we have in the
process of state restructuring including land reform. We also have
constituted a high level Land Reform Commission. The very
objective of land reform in Nepal is to create a just society and
improve the living standard of peasants that constitute almost 80%
of the population. This will entail designing and implementing
scientific land reform so that landiess poors, marginal peasants and
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agriculture inputs so as to enhance the productivity of inputs and
income of the peasants. We believe that without Fair and
equitable distribution of land and other productive natural
resources to the large number of marginalized populace lasting
peace and prosperity of Nepal would be a mere day-dream.

Let me share some of my experiences on land reform and
peace process in Nepal, While T was wandering around one and
half decade ago in far flung Nepalese villages during the
political campaign | have encountered with enumerable poor
and marginalized people who have suffered from centuries of
feudalism and absentee land lords, Very large numbers of
small farmers were marginalized from reaping benefit of
modernization in agriculture., Real farmers from generation to
generation, ironically, were landless. Whole family involves in
agriculture and produces thousands of tons of food but don’t
possess right over a kilogram of agriculture products it
produces. In such a circumstance we, Communist Party of
Nepal, Maoists started people’s war and educated peasants
about their rights. Seemingly, we got overwhelming responses.
The result is open for vou all and for outside world as well. The
peasants and landless people not only supported our movement
but they were the driving force of decade long political war in
Nepal. Few feudal elements were the looser in this war
therefore they may try to derail the state restructuring process
as we have mandated by the decade long political movements
and election of constituent assembly in 2008, T do not
personally believe that our political movement will be complete
unless and until we establish the rights of landless people, small
peasants and agriculture labourers.

Government has Ireed bonded labours few vears back but the
permanent solution of the livelihood and shelter of freed
labours still remains unaccomplished. Although the peasant’s
movement in Nepal is century old but it gained momentum
during the decade long political movement started in mid 1990,
Realizing this fact and considering the major issue ol the
decade long political movement the present government has
constituted a High Level Land Reform Commission. We
believe that no lasting peace possible in Nepal is possible
without resolving land reform issue in favor of large section of
landless and marginalized peasants,

The High Level Land Reform commission is expected to provide
recommendations within coming six months.

We arc very cager to learn the experiences and knowledge of Land
Reform and Peace process from other countrics as well. There are
some unique conditions and characteristics of Nepal. Those
circumstances demand us to search for our own model of land
reform and own model of securing Peace and Transformation of
sociely so as to build new Nepal.

Finally, let me thank the International Land Coalition and the
Ministry of Land Reform and Management for inviting me to share
some of my views on this topic. [ look forward to vour productive
deliberations during these three days of meeting. Personally, 1 am
very eager to see the outcome of the meeting.

| wish every success of the conference.

Thank you all;

Thank you so much.



