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Welcome Remarks by the Seeretary, Dr. Keshay Raj Kanel,
Ministry of Land Reform and Management, Government of
Nepal

Right Honorable Prime Minister,

Honorable Minister for Land Reform and Management
J - P. Audinet, Acting Director, IFAD

Dr. Madiodia Niasse, Director of 1LC

Dignitaries and Participants,

Joumalisis, Friends, and Colleagues

o Namaste and Good Morming 10 vou all.

o I gives me immense pleasure and excitement to jointly hold this
important and relevant conference during this very time when Nepal is
undergoing  some  fundamental  translormation  in state  building

including of course Land Retorm in the 217 century,

o  When | met Dr. Niasse, first ime at my ofTice at the Ministry of Land
Reform and Management, about two months back, and listened 1o his
proposition of holding this conference jointly, | was very excited even
though [ had just joined the Ministry. The reasons were quite obvious,
I'he theme of the conlerence and the mission of the 1L.C appear 10 be
very relevant to present day Nepal. We, here in Nepal have a mission
of abolishing feudalism and absentee landlordism. Thus, the venture
of jointly organizing this conference in Nepal emerged. and has
become the reality wday  The presence of Right Honorable Prime
Minister in this session also highlights the importance of this mesting
o Nepal, We are. in decd. very much thankiul 10 Right Honorable
Prime Minister oy sparing sour precious time with us, amnd addressing

the maugural session

» The government is very eager 10 learn from the experiences ol other
countries. The deliberauons and discussions in this conference would
be very useful in understnding the context. policy regimes and the
implementation strategies ol land and agranan reform in other parts of

the worlds.

e Let me share my experience of forest land reform in Nepal. 1 have
spent part of my prime life in the design and implementation of
Community  Forestry Program in Nepal, This program  aims  at
relormung o e sie torest landownership and  management.
Mobilization ol local forest users to protect, use, manage the forest
and extract the forest products Tor both houschold benefits and income
generation by the local people's groups has significantly improved the
condition of the lorests, Presently. about 15 thousand community
forest users groups manage more that 12 million hectares of torests
and generate annually more than USS 10 million from the sale of the
forest products. The income is used for livelihood promotion,
community development and forest conservation. | guess, the lessons
from community forests can be used for land and other agrarian

reform programs ol Mepal and bevond.

¢ Honorable Minister has, since joining the Ministry. been very eager 1o
hold this meeting successfully We appreciate his commitment 1o

make this conference g success,

e | learned that the conlerence will bead 10 the holding of the fourth 1LC
assembly meeting in Kathmandu, Nepal. Several people including the
members of ILC Co-ordinating committee have worked very hard in
organizing this conference, We appreciate their contribution. About
100 mtemational participants from 42 countries, and more than 50
Mepali Participants are attending this conference. We welcome you all
in this conference. We hope that the interactions and deliberations
during the three days of meeting would be mutually useful and
productive. We also hope that your stay in Nepal would be enjoyable

and memorahle.

e [hank you very much



