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Poverty Reduction:

The Role of Women’s Access to Land
Lessons from the Experience of the
International Land Coalition

Millennium Development Goal |:
Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger

Millennium Development Goal 3:
Promote gender equality and empower women

* Women’s access to land is directly related to rural development, especially in
agriculture. It is a basic factor in food security for families and communities.

Respect for women'’s land rights thus benefits the population as a whole.

* The need for improving women’s access to land is compelling. In developing
countries, women own less than two per cent of all land and receive less than
five per cent of all support services, despite playing an increasingly key role in
agriculture and household food security. WWomen and woman-headed house-

holds are a growing majority of the extreme poor.

* The visibility of women farmers must be raised and their social and economic
contributions better documented. In changing socio-economic environments,
women are becoming heads of rural households at an accelerating rate. Their
economic roles and contributions are increasing, but without them acquiring

full rights.



The International Land Coalition is a global alliance of intergovernmental, governmental
and civil-society organizations. The Coalition works together with the rural poor to
increase their secure access to natural resources, especially land, and to enable them to
participate directly in policy and decision-making processes that affect their livelihoods
at local, national, regional and international levels.
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