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The ARD-specialization focuses on the political economy of agriculture and 
rural development 

Based in The Hague, the International Institute of Social Studies (ISS) is part of Erasmus University 
Rotterdam (EUR), specializing in international development studies. Its key strengths are: 

·  International study body – with over 80 per cent coming from developing nations 

·  Outstanding and internationally diverse faculty who combine rigorous academic research with 
hands-on development work around the world 

·  Excellent location in the heart of the Netherlands and Europe, within easy reach of other 
European cities (45 minutes to Amsterdam, 2 hours to Brussels, 3.5 hours to Paris) 

The ISS, one of the world’s leading centres of higher education and research in development studies, 
offers a program of study leading to a Masters degree in Development Studies. The MA Program aims 
to equip graduates to apply new insights in academic and policy analysis in a practical context.  

 Specialisation Details:  

Recurrent turbulence in the world economy and in global food and agricultural markets highlights 
persistent and changing problems in agriculture and rural development, such as rural poverty and 
inequality, resource pressures, and vast rural underemployment. Food security/food sovereignty, 
energy crisis and the rise of biofuels, land grabbing and dispossession, ‘supermarketization’ of 
agricultural products and climate change, are currently at the top of the development agendas of 
states, donor community and the resurging transnational agrarian movements., 
 
The ARD specialisation offers an interdisciplinary, political economy perspective on agricultural and 
rural development problems and policies, with an emphasis on practical, critical understandings, 
capacities and skills required of successful professionals in this field. The focus is on the social 
processes leading to social exclusion, dispossession, rural poverty, rural under/unemployment and 
environmental degradation, as well as on interventions undertaken in these fields by government 
agencies and grassroots organizations. It offers a balance between theory, policy and practice. The 
three key thematic areas are: 

 (1) land use, access to land (and water), and agrarian reforms 
 (2) rural poverty, social exclusion and marginalisation 
 (3) rural resource conflicts and environmental degradation 

 
Explicit attention is given to the impact of structural transformation of production, the role of the state, 
market and civil society (including transnational agrarian movements), gender, diversification of rural 
livelihoods and the politics of agrarian change. 
 



 

More Information: 
Institute of Social Studies • P.O. box 29776 • 2502 LT The Hague • The Netherlands 

     Tel: +314260541 • Fax: +31-70-4260799 • Email: student.office@iss.nl; www.iss.nl 
ISS is the International Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University Rotterdam 

Application Deadline:   Applications are evaluated on a rolling 
basis throughout the year (except for NFP scholarships; deadline 
for NFP applications to ISS is 1 September 2010). 

 
Apply through:  http://www.iss.nl/Prospective-students/How-to-Apply 

Funding:  Scholarship information is available through: 
http://www.iss.nl/Prospective-students/Studying-at-ISS/Fellowships 
(and additional information on request). 

Target groups and career trajectories:  
The ARD specialization is aimed at young and mid-career professionals of the government, private 
organisations, NGOs and members of grassroots movements. It is also well suited for those working in 
higher education and research related to agriculture and rural development, and those who intend to 
follow a career in this field. The ISS MA in Development Studies is internationally recognized and 
provides eligibility for entry to PhD programs in the Netherlands and worldwide. The 15.5 month MA 
starts each year in September. Graduates of this specialisation are active in NGOs, development aid 
agencies, UN programs, public agencies and universities all around the globe. 

The agriculture and rural development specialization is one out of a total of 15 offered within the 
ISS MA in Development Studies. The MA program requires all students to take Foundation, 
General and Research Methodology Courses to prepare them for research and work in the field 
of development. In addition, students of this Major also take the following 4 courses 

·  Political Economy of Agriculture and Environment  
·  Globalisation, Agrarian Change and Rural Development 
·  Agricultural & Rural Development Policy: Intervention & Institutions 
·  Rural Societies in Change and Conflict: Processes and Politics 

Students also choose from a variety of optional courses. Examples are: 
·  Poverty: Concepts and Interventions 
·  The Political Economy of Inclusive Growth 
·  Global Governance and Development 
·  Project Planning and Management for Local Development 
·  Global Environmental Politics 
·  NGOs and Civil Society Building 
·  Gender, Poverty and Social Protection 
·  Governance, Conflict Analysis and Conflict Management 

In addition to the courses, the program requires writing a full length original Research Paper (RP) 
based on field research or secondary sources. The students receive intense supervision from 
assigned faculty members during the whole period dedicated to the RP and are expected to develop 
their paper following the highest academic standards. Over the past years, many research papers 
from the rural development program have attained publishable quality and some have been published 
in academic journals and books. In the recent past, students have worked on a range of highly 
relevant and intellectually stimulating topics including land reclamation, agrarian distress, land-
grabbing, biofuels and poverty, food sovereignty, and the gender impact of rural-urban migration. 

Faculty :  Prof. Max Spoor, Prof. Ashwani Saith, Prof. Ben White, Prof. Marc Wuyts, Dr. Murat Arsel, 
Dr. Saturnino (Jun) M. Borras Jr., Dr. Bram Büscher and Dr. Anirban Dasgupta  


