In recognition of the organi- mental in promoting farmer
TrTaGA2yQa
rights, the Community Self thgir land rights, get sys_tem-
Reliance Centre (CSRC e tic feedback on extension

" _“services and farmeio-
pal) was rendered one of farmer radio learning pro-
the winners of the first ever grammes.
ALINe Farmer Voice Award.
The awardgiving body iden-
tifies organizations which
have been largely instru-

Nominees were gathered
from more than 20 countries
but only nine organizations

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSIONome quite disquieting as not and agrarian reforms and a

ON LAND GRABBING all nations are adept in pro-
viding food for their own
From the call for studies on  people in the first place. The
commercial pressures on proliferation of the phe-

land sponsored by ILC last  nomenon of land grabbing
year, an Asia overview of the or agracolonialisnt has
phenomenon was presented only added salt to the injury.
in a round table discussion

initiated by the Asian NGO

Coalition for Agrarian Reform CSOs GATHERED TO URGEin those that include issues

and Rural Development CIRDAP ON ITS COMMIT-
(ANGOC) and hosted by IFADVENT TO WCARRD
Country Office in the Philip-
pines last January 15. The
study was made by Dean

Last January 23, around 16
civil society organizations

ILC ASIA CONGRATULATES CSRC FOR THE 2010 ALINe FARM

ERS VOICE A

were bestowed the award. and World Vision (Zimbabwe).

I R @2 @aice belpnpfaymersiagggrt SaNidle from CSRC, other win-

ners are ACDI/VOCAThe decision was made by a high

(Philippines), CARE (Malawi)',evel panel of judges which in-
Flood Hazard Research Ceriluded Stephen Muchiri, CEO of
tre (Bangladesh), Farm Radidhe East African Farmers Federa-

International Helvetas tion, Prof. Robert Chambers of

(Nepal), Specific Union forthe Institute of Development
Female Farmers (Jordan)Studies and Alex Jacobs of ALINe.

Story Workshop (Malawi)
institutions present on how to

proceed with the reporting for
2010.

pro-poor and sustainable
growth model founded on
the principles of equity, pro-
ductivity and participation. From the report, it can be sur-
Further, the group stressed  mised that the Asia Pacific re-
the importance of dialogue  gion is on its track towards
to increase space for the civil achieving the MDGs. The region
society organizations in CIR- had been making impressive
5!t Q& LINE OS & & Sadvancdnleriiidr © dzé écNI &
nomic crisis and is a host to the
affecting access and control early achievement of several
to land of poor and marginal- indicators ensuring a proportion
ized sectors in the region. of protected area to maintain
bio-diversity, reducing consump-
tion of ozonedepleting sub-

Roel Ravanera of Xavier Uni- and social movements of the ADB LAUNCHES REPORT Olstances and halving the propor-

GSNARAGEQA
ture, Mindanao, Philippines. and the International Land
Coalition gathered in Dhaka,
One of the major findings of
the study was that while
public spending on agricul-
ture was reduced to practi-
cally nothing across Asian
countries, governments have
been encouraging foreign
and private investments on
land to boost agricultural
spending and ensure food
security. This has been con-
sistent on all Asian coun-
triest a fact which has be-

ment for the 29 Ministerial
Meeting of the Center on
Integrated Rural Develop-
(CIRDAP).

to re-affirm their commit-

ment to the World Confer-

Rural Development
(WCARRD) to pursue land

=

[ 2t fL&d\Watch Asia Caripdigd dxiDE ACHIEVE-

Bangladesh to issue a state-

ment for Asia and the Pacific status of the region _

tion of people without
access to safe drinking
water. The region is also
on track towards de-
creasing gender disparity
in secondary education,

¢ and halving the propor-
<= tion of people living be-
in achieving the Mil- low the $1.25/day pov-
lennium Development Goals erty line.

MENTS IN ASIA
PACIFIC

ACHIEVING THE
MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS
IN AN ERA OF GLOBAL UNCERTAINTY

The Asian Develop- %
ment Bank launcheg U
a report on the i

ESCAP.

The statement urged CIRDAPIlast February 148 in Ma-

nila, Philippines. The event  In the region, it is the Southeast
included an open discussion Asian region which has procured

ence on Agrarian Reform for of the report and recommen- 11 of the 21 target indicators

dations from the different
organizations and

while South Asia lags behind the

others as their progress is the

slowest among the sukegions.
Pagel



CPL STUDY ON FORESHOREKorea). The Asian NGO Coali- over the Philippines. The

LANDS CONFIRMS THREAT
hb CL{19w Ch[Y
RIGHTS

On February 19, the NGOs for
Fisheries Reform (NFR)
launched their study entitled
Developing Case Studies on
Commercialization of Fore-
shore Lands in Selected Mu-
nicipalities in the CALABAR-
ZON Region in the Philippines
NFR is one of those which
responded to the call for
studies on commercial pres-
sures on land made by ILC
last year.

The study focused on the
coastal municipalities of Real
in Quezon, Calatagan in
Batangas and Tanay in Rizal
(Philippines). The research
confirmed the presence of
private investors in the fore-
shore lands which threaten
the livelihood of the fisher-
folks and further exacerbated
their already untenured ac-
cess to these lands. What is
troubling in this is the big role
that the local and national
government play in permit-
ting the entrance of these
investors through the lax
mechanisms they enforce.

FAQGCSO ASERACIFIC RE-
GIONAL CONSULTATION ON
FOOD SECURITY

On 2425 February 2010, the
Food and Agriculture Organi-
zation (FAO) convened in
Manila, Philippines an Asia
Pacific regional civil society
consultation with the objec-
tive of crafting a work plan
for achieving a concrete civil
society agenda with proposed
outputs for the upcoming
FAO Asidacific Regional
Conference (APRC)
(September 2010; South

Page?

tion for Agrarian Reform and trainers were composed of
Rurtal Dévelopment (ANGOC), veteran local and interna-
an ILC founding member and tional media practitioners.
host of regional node, ac-
tively participated in the twe
day workshop.Among the

Amnesty International Philip-
pines, recognizing the need
priority issues identified in to highlight development and
the region were: i) food price social issues in the media,
crisis, ii) access and control of disseminated materials that
land, water and resources (to can help organizations in de-
include land grab), iii) climate signing their media cam-
change, iv) unfair trade paigns.

agreement, v) ineffective

management of commons, vi) For the behalf of the ILC Asia,
unsustainable production Ms. Shem Toledo, Projects
cycle and vii) food govern- and Information Officer, at-
ance. A steering committee  tended the workshop.

has been formed, including
ANGOC, to see through the
process of implementing the
work program in enhancing
the engagement between
CSOs and FAO at both re-
gional and national levels.

TATION ON ENVIRONMENT
STRATEGY

On 17 March 2010, the World

Bank Group conducted a con-

sultation workshop aimed at
soliciting inputs and feedback

The interim regional node
coordinator met with FAO
focal point for CSOsinthe  F2 NJ G K S
AsiaPacific regionPlans for ~ Strategy Paper which will be
the upcoming ILC Asia Steer- finalized in December 2010.
ing Committee Meeting (April Consultations have been
2010, Bangkok) have been  done on several regions and
discussed, and has been sug- will continue until October
gested to include in the this year. A glaring issue dur-
agenda an item on the en-  ing the consultation is the
gagement between FAO and problem on governance and
CSO members of ILC atthe the capacity of the govern-
regional and country level. ment to implement the strat-

egyt a common issue among

developing countries. Beyond
AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL financial assistance, the par-
CONDUCTS MEDIA COMMU-ticipants urged the World
NICATIONS WORKSHOP Bank Group to conduct ca-
pacity building programs for
the state institutions tasked
to carry out the strategy.

On February 2@7, the Am-
nesty International Philip-
pines held a media communi-
cations workshop entitled

tended the Climate Invest-
ments Fund (CIF) Partnership
Forum 2010 at the Asian De-
velopment Bank Headquar-
ters in Manila. The eventis a
gathering of mult
stakeholders wherein the CIF
was discussed at length and
feedback were solicited from
them.

The CIF is a twpart financ-

ing targeted program. On the
one hand is the Clean Tech-
nology Fund (CTF), a strategy
aimed at initiating the de-
ployment and transfer of low
carbon technologies for sig-
nificant greenhouse gas re-
ductions within country in-

THE WORLD BANK CONSUL-vestment plans. At the pre-

sent, investment plans are
endorsed for Egypt, Mexico,
Morocco, Philippines, South
Africa, Thailand, Turkey, Viet-
nam and the Middle East and
North Africa as a region.

0 I Yy 1 QaThe StrétdgNElynxtShand

(SCF), on the other hand, is a
financing program in develop-
ing countries which encour-
ages new climate or sectoral
approaches. It is composed of
three programs: Pilot Pro-
gram for Climate Resilience
(PPCR), Scaling Up Renewable
Energy Program in Low In-
come Countries (SREP) and
Forest Investment Program
(FIP).

Over $6 Billion donations
have been received already
by the Trust Fund Committee.
The Multilateral Develop-
ment Banks (MDBs), com-
posed of the African Develop-
ment Bank, Asian Develop-

The Communications Environ- ANGOC ATTENDS CIF PART-ment Bank, European Bank

ment in 2010: What It Means NERSHIP FORUM 2010
to Our Human Rights Wark

The event was held in Quezon On 1819 March 2010, the
City and participated in by Asian NGO Coalition for
more than 25 media and in-  Agrarian Reform and Rural
formation officers from all Development (ANGOC) at-

for Reconstruction and Devel-
opment, InterAmerican De-
velopment Bank and the
World Bank Group, serve as
the implementers of the CIFs.
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LAND TO THE LANDLESS (AFTER 16 YEARS)

Bangladesh It is one huge ing fought for it for the last known asKhasLand Distribu- the land grabbers despite
victory for the landless poor 16 years. tion Policy ensuring absolute several bloody confronta-
of the Bilkuralia Mouza, sub rights of the landless on all tions. Afterwards they took
district of Chatmohor, Pabna, The struggle over thekhas khas lands of the country. control of thekhaslands and
district. The honorable High lands (government agricul- However, defying this very started living on the same.
Court of Bangladesh dis-tural lands) contain a long policy, a number of powerful They introduced collective
missed the writ petition No. history of deception and dep- land grabbers in connivancefarming in 1997.

4768/08 on 17 February 2010 rivation. After the abolition of with the corrupt local land

filed by the land grabbers and feudalZemindarisystem from administration forged land The Association for Land Re-
instead ruled in favor of the the Indian sukcontinent, documents and recorded form and Development
Iandless._ The rullng, _Whlch which included the present these khaslands under their (ALRD), an ILC member, sup-
was carried out by justices of day Bangladesh, thekhas own names. In 1992, when
the 18" bench of the High lands of Bilkuralia automati- these land grabbers tried to
Court, was considered legen-cally became a property of make final documents for _
dary as it served as a benchthe government, like other ensuring their individual own- forms of aids. For more de-
mark for ensuring the rights khaslands of the country. In ership onkhaslands the land- tails, contact ALRD at
of the landless in thekhas 1987 the government of less of Bilkuralia from 15 vil- alrd@agni.com

land in the region after hav- Bangladesh framed a policylages of the region resisted

ported the fight by providing
for legal assistance and other

NEPALESE WOMEN MARCH FOR THEIR RIGHT TO LAND

Nepalg On 8 March 2010, to  Mahendranagaianchanpur, Wwherein short speeches and ownership of land between

mark the celebration of the  KohalpurBanke, and Tulsipur demonstrations will be con-  men and women.
LYUGSNYFGA2Y Lt -Padgl Thy é¥ént will havelits tucted. The march aims to

22YSyQa al NOK cllmihafioh it Fikapur, Kailali Sy & dzNB 6 2 Y Sy Q aCohrhufitR SelRBlignkel & Ay

Yatra) was on the 18" of March. the drafting of the new con-  Centre (CSRC), a member of

started in Ne- stitution of the country, to ILC, is an organizer of the

pal. Around The activity aims to LINB LI 3+ 4GS 62 Y Swakh Fof Updatss on this

50,000 women reach the most number rights issue andto showthe | QG A @A (& &2dz YI &
are expected of villages, campuses, force of women, with the end website at http:/

to participate L2t AGAOI £ LJf M@weotinfluercingrpliCyS & www.csrcnepal.org/

in the march which started in and government offices reform to give way to equal  index.htm.

ALRD UNDERTOOK EXTENSIVE MEDIA MOBILIZATION FOR THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLI

Bangladeshg A brutal and Khagrachari district town, dent and for creating public organized press conferences.
barbaric attack was perpe- allegedly by the newly settled opinion and pressure on the ALRD placed a number of
trated on the indigenous peo- Bengali settlers with active government and policy mak- demands to the government
ple of the Chittagong Hill support from the military and ers, undertook an extensive through the media with the
Tracts where at least 6 per- civil administration. It is the media mobilization drive in- end in view of ensuring jus-
sons were killed, around 300 latest heinous attack on the volving different civil society tice to the indigenous peo-
houses were burned to the indigenous people of CHT inorganizations and individuals. ples and other victims.
ground rendering 500 indige- recent years in which the Besides individual contacts

nous families homeless. Theactive involvement of the and advocacy it has circulated Other human rights organiza-
attack took place on ¥20 military is being discussed statements widely to different 45ns  raised their voice
February 2010 in Baghaihatand condemned worldwide. print and electronic media against the attack. For sup-
of Sajek union in Rangamati after collecting updated infor- )

district and on 23 February in ALRD, in protest of the inci- mation of the incident and port, plea§e contact ALRD at
alrd@agni.com.



